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Welcome to Yinnar South Primary School 
 

 

School Overview 

 
Yinnar South Primary School has a proud history of providing quality education in a welcoming and supportive 
community. Our school is nestled in the hills of the Jeeralangs. 
 
Our students are actively involved in the learning process. Challenging themselves through a variety of different 
activities that allow them to further develop their growth mindset. By students taking an active role they are 
empowered to develop their resilience and problem solving abilities. We have a strong focus on leadership and 
have many leadership opportunities for students across all year levels. With our students facilitating the weekly 
assembly that is attended by parents and students alike. 
 
At Yinnar South Primary School we have high expectations for our students but we acknowledge that all students 
learn differently and therefore a “one size fits most” approach will not meet all students’ needs. We work with 
students through a stages not ages approach that is tailored to each child’s learning goals. Our staff are able to 
develop close relationships with the students and have in-depth knowledge of all students including academic 
ability, their likes and dislikes, what is important to them and what is a challenge. 
 
We are a welcoming community and encourage families to take an active role in the education of their child. The 
teaching staff welcomes parent involvement in the classroom through modelled reading, participation in our 
weekly cooking sessions and the gardening program. This enables families to gain insight into their child’s 
education and be an active member of the Yinnar South Primary School community.   
 
STUDENT CHOICE 
Student voice is actively encouraged at Yinnar South Primary School, with opportunities provided for student’s 
voice and agency to help shape their learning and the learning environment. By giving children choice at a young 
age, we build their ability to make strong, positive choices and obtain a deeper understanding and connection with 
the content being taught. 
 

SUSTAINABILITY  
At Yinnar South we strive to always look after our corner of the world. We recently attained a 5-star Resource 
Smart certification through Sustainability Victoria, the only school in Gippsland to achieve this. We talk about ways 
to reduce our impact on the environment and ways to support biodiversity. We have a recycling system, vegetable 
garden, rainwater collection tanks, chickens, a frog bog and a dry garden. 
                                                                               
 

Our  Values 

 
OUR VALUES 
Work Ethic 
Work ethic is the core focus at Yinnar South Primary School, it is embedded in everything we do. We have a strong 
focus on students striving to achieve and working towards the next step in their learning. Ensuring that class time is 
used effectively to improve student’s skills and knowledge. 
 

Integrity  
At Yinnar South Primary School we strongly value integrity. Students are encouraged to understand that while we 
all make mistakes at times, we should always try to be honest, trustworthy and respectful. 
 
Self-Mastery  
Students at Yinnar South are encouraged to take responsibility for the choices they make, and this includes their 
own behaviour. We believe that students need to develop intrinsic motivations for making strong choices. We 
encourage students to develop their social and emotional intelligence alongside their academic. 
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Empathy 
At Yinnar South our students are encouraged to be empathetic. They are supporting to view others perspective and 
to develop a sense of caring, responsibility and respect for themselves, their community and the environment. 

 

Communication 

 

 

School Website: http://yinnarsthps.vic.edu.au/ 
Email: yinnar.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Phone: 5169 1540, 
Mobile:  0418 804 599 
Compass: https://yinnarsthps-vic.compass.education/login.aspx 
School Facebook: @Yinnar South Primary School 
App: Updat-ed 

 

Our Staff 

Principal/Teacher: Nikki Davies – Nikki teaches a variety of different subjects and is a literacy specialist 

Junior Class Teacher: Sarah Quilty – Sarah is a classroom and specialist art teacher 

Senior Class Teacher: Eloise O’Brien – Eloise is a classroom teacher and numeracy leader 

Business Manager/Educational Support: Kylie Ainsworth 

Educational Support: Julie Reggardo - Julie also runs our Cooking/Gardening Program. 

Chaplain: Derek Wright – Tuesdays and Fridays 

 

School Procedures 

 
Victorian School Term date 2022 
Term 1:  28 January (students start 31 January) to 8 April* 
Term 2:  26 April to 24 June 
Term 3:  11 July to 16 September 
Term 4:  3 October to 20 December 
 
* The first day of Term 1 is a student-free day in all government schools to allow for appropriate planning to 
take place for the arrival of students. The remaining three student-free days are determined by each individual 
school and will be advertised to the school community early in the school year. 
 
SCHOOL HOURS 
9am    School day begins.  
9 - 11am   Session 1 (with all students having brain food at 10am) 
11 - 11:30 am   Morning Break 
11:30 am - 1pm  Session 2 
1 – 1:30 pm   Lunch Break 
1:30 - 2:15 pm   Session 3 
2:15 – 2:30pm    Afternoon Break 
2:30 – 3:15pm    Session 4 

3:15 pm 3:15pm   School finishes 
 
Early dismissal times on the last day of each term are published on the school website. 
 
SETTING THE FOUNDATION 
We will be running a ready for school program for incoming Foundation students during term 3 and 4.  This will run 
on a fortnightly basis focusing on students having the skills to be ready for school. To be eligible for this program all 
incoming students need to have completed an enrolment pack that is handed into the front office of the school.  

http://yinnarsthps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:yinnar.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://yinnarsthps-vic.compass.education/login.aspx
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Curriculum and Programs 

 
 

The curriculum implemented at Yinnar South Primary School is based on the sequential stages outlined in 
the Victorian Curriculum. The curriculum outlines what is important for all Victorian students to learn and 
develop during their time at school from Foundation to Year 10. The curriculum outlines the common set of 
knowledge and skills required by students for life-long learning, social development and active and 
informed citizenship. 
 
The curriculum design includes capabilities, which are a set of knowledge and skills that are to be taught 
explicitly in and through the key learning areas across the curriculum. Teachers use the Victorian Curriculum 
to plan student learning, assess student progress and report to parents. 
 

Information about the Victorian Curriculum can be found at: http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/ 
 

The design of the Victorian Curriculum F–10 is set out below: 

 
 

Learning Areas Capabilities 
The Arts 
• Dance 
• Drama 
• Media Arts 
• Music 
• Visual Arts 
• Visual Communication Design 

English 
• Reading 
• Writing 
• Speaking and listening 

Health and Physical 
Education The Humanities 
• Civics and Citizenship 
• Economics and Business 
• Geography 
• History 

Languages  
• Mandarin 

Mathematics 
• Number and Algebra 
• Measurement and Geometry 
• Statistics and Probability 

Science 
Technologies 
• Design and Technologies 
• Digital Technologies 
 

 
• Critical and Creative Thinking 

 
• Ethical 

 
• Intercultural 

 
• Personal and Social 

 

The school has regular access to Department of Education Student Support Services Officers including a 
Speech Therapist and a Guidance Officer/Educational Psychologist. A school nurse conducts vision and 
hearing screening assessments for Foundation children. Children with disabilities are assisted to access the 
curriculum through the Program for Students with Disabilities. Education Support staff assist these children 
under the direction of the class teacher. The school works closely with families and is able to provide 
guidance about other services available in the community. 
 

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
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English 

 

The English Curriculum aims to develop the students’ skills and competence to interpret and use language 
effectively in a variety of settings for a wide range of purposes. The curriculum focuses on the development of 
skills in the Language Modes of reading and viewing, writing, speaking and listening. These Language Modes are 
interrelated and the learning in one mode often supports and extends learning of the others. Classroom 
programs provide numerous real life and meaningful opportunities for students to develop effective literacy 
skills. 

 

At Yinnar South Primary School we teach a comprehensive phonics program to all students that is tailored at each 
students’ point of need. This allows students to become effective readers in both the decoding of words and in 
comprehension.  
 
A coordinated approach to teaching reading and writing is implemented across the school. The essential elements 
of the program include: 

• explicit teaching of literacy skills through whole class, group and individual conferencing using a 
variety of texts and incorporating digital devices and online resources; 

• differentiated program to support and extend student learning; 

• allocated independent reading time each day; 

• classroom libraries stocked with a variety of fictional and factual texts; and 

• ongoing monitoring and assessment of and goal setting for individual students. 
  

HOME READING 
Students are encouraged to read at home each night. Reading should be an enjoyable and relaxing activity.  

 

Mathematics 

 

Mathematics is taught each day in a variety of ways in order to engage the students. Our program ensures that 
students develop important mathematical and numeracy skills for everyday life. Students are actively engaged in 
learning, making connections and applying mathematical concepts, skills and processes to posing and solving 
mathematical problems in a variety of real-life and meaningful situations. 

 
The curriculum is organised by the three strands of Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and 
Statistics and Probability. Each strand is organised by sub-strands as outlined below. 

 

Strands Number and Algebra Measurement and Geometry Statistics and Probability 

Sub Strands Number and place value Using units of measurement Chance 
Fractions and decimals Shape Data representation and 

interpretation 
Real numbers Geometric reasoning  

Money and financial 
mathematics 

Location and transformation  

Patterns and algebra Pythagoras and trigonometry  

Linear and non-linear 
relationships 

  

 

Other Educational Areas 

 

Art:  taught by our specialist art teacher to all students from prep to year 6. They explore the different artistic 
styles and are able to explore their creativity in a variety of different ways. This includes through drama, 
painting, drawing and visual communication. 
 
Mindfulness: Taught weekly this subject builds students wellbeing by allowing them to further develop their 
resilience and coping strategies. Students participate in a variety of different activities to help them become 
more connected to themselves and their own thoughts and beliefs. Additionally, students are explicitly 
taught the zones of regulation to assist with regulating behaviour. 
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Science: Our science program allows students to explore the process of inquiry as well as design and produce 
their own experiments.  
 
Humanities: Students explore the areas of History, Geography, Economics and Civics and Citizenship. These 
are taught using an integrated approach through inquiry-based units of work. The Inquiry units are based on 
a school-based scope and sequence planner designed in accordance with Victorian Curriculum.  
 
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics): This subject is taught weekly and 
encourages students to think outside the box and create utilising a variety of different physical and digital 
technologies. Students work collaboratively to ensure that they are able to work through the design process. 
 
PE (Physical Education): The Physical Education program aims for every child to fully participate in an active life. 
We also have visiting coaches who are specialists in each sporting area who visit the school to help develop our 
student’s skills. We also have sporting excursions including swimming, tennis, basketball and hockey. Yinnar South 
Primary School participate in the Yinnar and District Sports day. 

 

Specialist Programs 
 

Lifestyles: Once a week a class will cook for the whole school. Students grow and harvest produce in the 
vegetable garden, collect the eggs from the chook pen and prepare the meal and dessert. Subjects from the 
curriculum are embedded into the sessions with students learning literacy, mathematics, health and wellbeing. 
Healthy eating is very important in the program; all the food made is nutritious, delicious and caters to a variety 
of students’ dietary needs. We invite others from our school community to join us for this lunch, including our 
families and playgroup friends.  
 
LOTE (Language Other Than English):  Mandarin. The core focus of the program is to expose the children to 
learning and communicating in a language other than English and to develop intercultural knowledge and language 
awareness. The major focus is to help children to see themselves as global citizens of the future with greater 
sensitivity and a deeper understanding of the Chinese people, their language and culture.  
 
Excursions and Incursion: Throughout the year, children will be involved in excursions out of the school or attend 
special performances or activities provided by groups visiting the school. These direct experiences will be related to 
their classroom programs and are an integral part of your child’s education and, as such, it is expected that your 
child will participate. Your written permission is required for any excursion involving transport. Parents who are 
having difficulty meeting the cost of excursions should speak to the Principal and a payment plan can be devised. 

 

Camps:  An Outdoor Education Program operates for children in Year 3 to 6. Camps are a wonderful opportunity 
for children as they foster the development of positive relationships and further develop the children’s 
independence in a different educational setting. Children in Year 3 and Year 4 attend a two night camp. Children 
in Year 5 and 6 attend a longer camp, alternating between an urban experience and outdoor camps. Our students 
attend camps with Yinnar Primary School. Camp locations alternate from year to year to provide the opportunity 
for children to experience a range of environments.   More detailed information regarding camps will be sent 
home to families when final details are confirmed. 

Music: All staff have undergone specialist training in teaching music in all subject areas. Students regularly engage 
in singing and music lessons. 

 

Attendance 

 
All students under the age of 17 years are required to attend school. Parents of students with an unsatisfactory 
attendance record will be contacted by the school to explain their child’s non-attendance. Support will be provided 
to families of students who have difficulty with regular attendance. 

• Late Arrival – Students who are late for class must sign in at the office. 

• Early Departure – Students who need to leave school early must have their parent sign them out at the Office.  

Parents should inform the school of the reason for their child’s absence. Where possible, parents should inform the 
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school in advance of upcoming absences. 

 

To ensure a child’s education and wellbeing are supported, parents are encouraged to communicate openly with 
the school where a child has an ongoing medical condition that may result in ongoing absences and medical 
appointments during school hours. 

 

Parents can notify Yinnar South Primary School of their child’s absence by calling the office/mobile, texting the 
school mobile or completing an absence notification via the website.  

 

Reports and Interviews 

 

Our school strives to keep parents informed about school matters in a variety of ways: 
 
ANNUAL REPORT 
Each year our school provides a summary of all the events and student achievements of the previous year. Copies 
are available for parents from the school office. 
 
INFORMATION SESSIONS 
From time to time, staff will conduct information sessions for parents about curriculum matters. 
 
REPORTING STUDENTS PROGRESS 
During the year parents have the opportunity to receive feedback from class teachers about their child’s progress: 
 

• Term 1 – Student Led Conversations.  Parents will be asked to select a time to discuss their child’s progress 
at school with their class teacher. 

• Term 2 – Written Report.  Parents will be provided with a detailed report on their child’s progress for the 
first semester. Both parents and teachers will have the option to request an interview if necessary. 

• Term 3 – Student Led Conversations Parents will be asked to select a time to discuss their child’s progress 
at school with their class teacher. 

• Term 4 – Written Report.  Parents will be provided with a detailed report on their child’s progress for the 
second semester. 

 
PROGRESS REPORTS 
Once per term progress reports that look at each students learning behaviours will be made available to parents via 
Compass. 
 
SCHOOL REVIEW 
Every four years the school’s academic and attendance results are analysed by an independent verifier checking all 
our data.  A new strategic plan is developed as a result of this process. Copies are available to parents. 

 

Playgroup 

 
Yinnar South Primary School also hosts a Nature Playgroup on Wednesdays from 9.15 until 11.15. Babies and 
children up to school age are welcome to play freely while parents have a cuppa and chat. There are activities 
designed to encourage a love and curiosity of nature.  

 

School Council 

 
The School Council is made up of elected parents, the Principal, teachers and a community member. It has 
responsibility for determining the general educational policy of the school within the guidelines issued by the 
Minister. It makes decisions on finance, facilities and community relations. School Councillors are elected for a two 
year period and elections are completed by the end of March. All parents or guardians of children enrolled at the 
school are eligible to vote and parent membership on the sub-committees is encouraged and welcomed. School 
council meets 8 times a year. 
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School Fees 

 

Yinnar South Primary School makes every effort to keep the cost and number of items that need to be 
purchased to a minimum. We also try to ensure that the costs are affordable for all parents. School Council 
encourages all parents to support their children and the school by paying all Essential Education expenses, 
book pack and Levies each year.  

Swimming and Camps are not covered in these fees as these costs change.  

 

CSEF 

 

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSION FUND (CSEF) 
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors; excursions encourage a 
deeper understanding of how the world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All 
are part of a healthy curriculum. 

CSEF will be provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school 
trips, camps and sporting activities. 

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. 
The allowance will be paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions, or sporting 
activities for the benefit of your child. 

The annual CSEF amount per student will be: 
$125 for primary school students 
$225 for secondary school students. 
 
How to Apply 

Contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or download from www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

 

Uniform 

 
Yinnar South’s uniform colours are: 

• Teal and black shirts 

• Black pants/shorts 

• Teal and white school dress 

• Black closed toe shoes 

• Black hat 
 
Uniforms can be purchased from Beliza, 6B Seymour St, Traralgon, Ph 51765077.  
 
Some second-hand items may be available at school; please ask at the office. 

 
 

Student Health, Safety & Wellbeing 

 

Medical Details and Emergency Contact Information 

 
It is essential for the school to have accurate information on each student’s medical details and telephone 
contact numbers.  Please assist in keeping these records up to date. 

 
Essential information: 

• All medical conditions your child has which the school needs to be informed about. 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef
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• Home address and telephone number for the student. 

• Workplace telephone number for each parent/carer. 

• Mobile telephone numbers. 

• Doctor’s name, address and telephone number. 

• Name and telephone number of other people who can be contacted to assist in an emergency, if 
parents cannot be reached. 

 

Medication 

 

If it is necessary for your child to have medication at school, parents need to: 

• Complete the Medication Consent Form available from the School Office, 

• clearly label the medication with your child’s name and 

• hand both the form and medication to office staff. 
Medication will otherwise not be administered. Under no circumstances should students personally keep 
medication at school. 
Prescription medication must be provided in the original packaging. 

 

Asthma 

 
If your child suffers from asthma, parents are required to complete a School Asthma Action Plan, which clearly 
states the steps to be followed should your child have an asthma attack at school. An Asthma spray and spacer, 
clearly labelled with your child’s name, needs to be supplied and left at the office. 

 
If your child is under a specialist’s care for asthma management then a copy of your child’s specific Medical 
Asthma Plan needs to be given to the school. Members of staff have received asthma training. 

 

Allergies and Anaphylaxis 

 

If a child has a known food allergy which is likely to cause an anaphylactic reaction parents are required to 
complete and update an Anaphylaxis Management Plan each year. The Anaphylaxis Management Plan must be 
discussed with the Principal or Assistant Principal and all medication including an epipen must be supplied by the 
parents. 
Parents are also required to provide the school with an Anaphylaxis Action Plan developed by the student’s 
doctor. The Anaphylaxis Action Plan must also be updated annually or sooner as required. 
More information can be found in the ASICA Guidelines for Prevention of Food Anaphylactic Reactions in 
Schools which can be downloaded from ASCIA website: www.allergy.org.au or Education Department website: 
www.education.vic.gov.au/ecsmanagement/careankinder/csg/anaphylaxisupdate.htm. 
Members of staff have received training in Anaphylaxis and in the use of an epi-pen. 

 

SunSmart 

 
 

The school has a SunSmart Policy, which encourages responsible attitudes towards protection from the sun’s 
harmful UV rays. In accordance with this, all students are expected to wear sun smart hats (legionnaire, slouch or 
bucket hats - not caps) during Term days in which the UV levels reach 3 or higher. 

 
The Sunsmart widget is available on the school website, SunSmart app or at sunsmart.com.au. 
 
It is recommended that students bring their own sunscreen to apply on days where the 
UV level reaches 3 or above. 
 

 Sun Smart hats are part of our school uniform and can be purchased through Beliza.  
 
 
 

http://www.allergy.org.au/
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/ecsmanagement/careankinder/csg/anaphylaxisupdate.htm
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Infectious Diseases 

 

It is a legal requirement that students must be excluded from school if they have the following infectious 
conditions. https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/infectious-diseases/school-exclusion/school-exclusion- 
table. Minimum Period of Exclusion from Primary Schools and Children’s Services Centres for Infectious Diseases 
Cases and Contacts (Public Health and Wellbeing Regulations 2009). 
In this Schedule, medical certificate means a certificate from a registered medical practitioner. 

 

DISEASE EXCLUSION PERIOD 

Hepatitis A Until a medical certificate is received, but not before 7 days after the onset 
of jaundice or illness 

Measles For at least 4 days after onset of rash 

Rubella  
(German measles) 

Until fully recovered, or for at least 4 days after onset of rash 

Ringworm, scabies,  
head lice 

Until the day after appropriate treatment has commenced 

Mumps For 9 days or until swelling goes down (whichever is sooner) 

Chickenpox Until all blisters have dried.  Usually at least 5 days after the rash appears in 
unimmunised children, but may be less in immunised children  

Impetigo (school sores) Until appropriate treatment has commenced.  Sores on exposed surfaces 
must be covered with a watertight dressing 

Conjunctivitis Until discharge from eyes has ceased 

 

https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/infectious-diseases/school-exclusion/school-exclusion-table
https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/infectious-diseases/school-exclusion/school-exclusion-table

